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For IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Songwriters by the Sea”

A Very Special Edition of this Popular Series

 at the Axelrod Performing Arts Center

Sunday, June 20, 8 p.m.

“Songwriters by the Sea” – Special Edition, hosted by Singer-Songwriters, Joe D’Urso and Joe Rapolla, comes to the Axelrod Performing Arts Center with a stellar line up of well known artists including a special appearance by Grammy nominated virtuoso guitarist, Gary Lucas.  This series features some of the top songwriters in music today all on one stage.
Along with hosts Joe D’Urso and Joe Rapolla, the featured performers include Willie Nile, Dean Friedman, and Gary Lucas. Opening the show are guest artists Mike Black and Linda Chorney.  This ongoing series hosted by singer-songwriters and great friends Rapolla and D’Urso  features two or three other songwriters who join the Joes on stage for an evening of songs and stories. Each songwriter is asked to include one favorite cover song in the show. The talented line-up at the Axelrod  includes  artists who are joining the “Songwriter” series for the first time.  

Co-Host Joe D”Urso has been described  by  New York Times'   as "one of the most original and versatile of the current artists writing music based in good, old-fashioned rock and roll".  He also is involved in charity work in our community, serving on the Board of the Light of Day Foundation and a founding member of Pinkfest, an organization that battles Breast Cancer.  D'Urso & Stone Caravan were chosen by House of Blues Concerts and The Harley Davidson Corporation to be the "official house band" for Harley's 100th Anniversary Open Road World Wide Tour.
Co-Host Joe Rapolla  is a very familiar singer/songwriter around the New Jersey Shore. His debut CD entitled "Listen To This" has been very well received locally and internationally. Joe released a limited edition live CD in 2007, entitled, "LIVE At The BITTER END". His songs have been described as "a unique blend of The Beatles, Eagles, and Bruce Springsteen…with some Nashville thrown in there" Joe has played every noteworthy venue in the Northeast and has shared the stage with some of the biggest acts from around, or passing through, the Jersey Shore and New York.
Willie Nile - More than a quarter century has passed since the release of Willie Nile’s first album, accompanied by press notices comparing him to Dylan and Springsteen. Nile is a songwriters’ songwriter. No less a personage than Lucinda Williams has said of him, “Willie Nile is a great artist. If there was any justice in this world, I’d be opening up for him instead of him for me.” And he’s never been more eloquent than he is here. Lou Reed hails Streets of New York as “a great album,” while Graham Parker calls it “a real gem—stirring melodies, passionate vocals, intriguing lyrics…every track a winner.” Says Ian Hunter, “Willie’s from the big-hearted downtown alleyways of NYC (New York commitment). Well done!” Little Steven adds, “Willie Nile is so good I can’t believe he’s not from New Jersey!”  Writing in The New York Times, the great rock critic Robert Palmer called him “one of the most gifted singer-songwriters to emerge from the New York scene in years.” 

He made his recording debut in 1980 with his acclaimed self-titled LP on Arista Records, following it a year later with Golden Down. He also opened the Who’s North American tour at the personal request of the band. In 1982, he signed to Geffen Records but got caught in record-biz limbo and didn’t manage to release another record until 1991, when Columbia issued Places I Have Never Been. With the EP Hard Times in America in 1992, which became a cult favorite throughout Europe, Nile finally managed to jump off the major-label hamster wheel. Gathering together his resources over time, he managed to put out his first self-released album, Beautiful Wreck of the World, just before the end of the century. 

Dean Friedman - In the summer of 1977, Dean Friedman marked his entry into pop consciousness with the enormous success of his infectious hit single Ariel, a quirkily irresistible and uncategorizable pop song about a free spirited, music loving, vegetarian Jewish girl in a peasant blouse who lived, as the lyric goes, "...way on the other side of the Hudson." The now classic single Lucky Stars paved the way for a slew of hits off of Friedman's humorously titled album "Well, Well" Said the Rocking Chair", including familiar tracks such as Lydia and Rocking Chair as well as singles from his first album, Woman of Mine and Ariel.

"An amazing Talent" - The Sun, "Outstanding" - Record Business, "Songsmith extraordinaire! A great performer!" - Music Week. "Immaculate writing and magnetic personality" - Cumberland News, were just of few of the superlatives used to describe Friedman's powerfully unique and original talent.

A year later, Friedman struck again, this time with a magical duet, performed with singer Denise Marsa, entitled Lucky Stars. Lucky Stars zoomed to the top of the UK singles charts going instantly gold.

Gary Lucas - Grammy Nominated Gary Lucas is an American guitarist, a Grammy-nominated songwriter, a soundtrack composer for film and television, and an international recording artist with over a dozen solo albums to date. He has been described as "one of the best and most original guitarists in America" (David Fricke, 16 Nov. 2006, Rolling Stone); a "legendary leftfield guitarist" (The Guardian, 24 Dec. 2005); "the thinking man's guitar hero" (The New Yorker, 8 Jan. 2007), "perhaps the greatest living electric guitar player" (Daniel Levitin) and one of "the most innovative and challenging guitarists playing today" (fRoots, March 2002).  He is well known for his Guitar work with  “Captain Beefhart” and his work with Jeff Buckley.

Lucas co-wrote two of the songs, "Grace" and "Mojo Pin", from Jeff Buckley's popular and critically acclaimed album Grace.[4]

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gary_Lucas" \l "cite_note-4"[5] Early collaborations can also be heard on the recent Jeff Buckley and Gary Lucas album Songs to No One, Some G collaborations appear on his retrospective album Improve the Shining Hour, which also features his film and TV music for ABC News, 20/20 and Turning Point. He has produced albums for composer/saxophonists Tim Berne and Peter Gordon, and for the French avant-rock band Tanger. He co-wrote Joan Osborne's Grammy-nominated song "Spider Web" from her triple platinum album Relish.  
Rounding out the program are two popular Jersey Shore Singer Songwriters, Mike Black and Linda Chorney.
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