Songlines Magazine July 2009
Top of the world review

LINO LSYOAOd 39

DSIdA

s
[t

r
[t

AA0

Najma Akhtar & Gary Lucas

Although | didn’t realise it at the time, the first workd misic album |
. ever hought was a record by John Mayer and Joe Hamiott’s Indo-Jazz
| Fusions more than 40 years ago. In the years since, John Mclaughlin
and others have confintied to fuse jazz and Indlan music in highly
Imaginative fashion, but there have been far fewer attempts to
" explore the common link between Indian musicand that other great
miusical 1ndmoﬂ1ladl America, the blues. Step forward the British-Asian singer Najma
Akhtar and the American guitarist, Gary Lucas, formerly of Captain Beefheart’s Magic
Band. On his album The Edge 0 Heaven, Lucas reinterpreted dassic Chinese pop tunes with
a hluesy adge and Akhtar has famously worked with Page and Plant, so both are used to
pushing the boundaries of their default styles— which may hegin to explain why their
collaboration here works brilliantly. The concept Is at its mast obviows on Skip James”
‘Special Rider Blues; a magical journey from Memphis to Mumbai and back again.
Yet in many ways the rest of the material, jointly composed by Akfitar and Lucas,
s even more interesting. Their guitar-vocal duets are accompanied only by tabla and,
aecasionaly, violin Some of it has a very 1960s hippy, free-festival feel: ‘Naya Dhin even
reminged me improbably of early acoustic Tyrannesaurus Rex. As far Alhitar, her voice ls
2 heaven-sent gift. If she had made this album with that other noted biues aficdonads,
Robert Plant, it would surely sell a miilion and win a Grammy.
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The editor’s selection
of the top ten albums
reviewed in this issue

What’s on your free CD

9 Tony Allen ‘Secret
=% Agent’ (5:20)

1 and drummer delivers a

album. See p58

9 Los Silvertones
‘Tamborito Swing’
:40)

panamal2

The Alfro-beat co-founder

groove-filled thriller of an

Najma Akhtar &
Gary Lucas ‘Naya
Dhin’ (3:28)

Gary Lucas’ blues-rock

guitar fuses seamlessly with

the joyous singing of British

1 Akhtar. See p78

Kronos Quartet ‘Ya
Habibi Ta’ala’ (2:58)
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10 tracks from this issue’s 10 best new albumns, plus 5

bonus playlist tracks
Exclusively with the July 2009 issue of Songlines

1 Tony Allen *S:
Fram the alb

2 Los Silvertones ‘Tamborito Swing"
From the album Panamal 2 on Soundw, y

O Luke Plumb wlth Jlmes Mackintosh
n
2009 Sondmay Revoeds Lid. Couriery of Sounduy
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5. 2009 Real Waekd Recondiogs L PLUS Karl Hyde’s playlist

11 Juana Molina ‘Un Dia"

From the album Un Di )
2008 Do Rrcoeding (o Lid. Courtesy of Doemina

4 Rachel Harrlngmn 'Old Time Religion /Werking
on a Buildin i
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